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Your Meeting Destination
The City of Aiken
proudly hosts multiple
small meetings, large
conferences and special
events throughout the
year. The staff at the
City of Aiken is proud to

Dogwood Stable
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The Aiken Thoroughbred Racing Hall of Fame
Invites you to an exhibit featuring

American Driving
Conference
September 26th – 29th

National Bluebird
Conference
October 3rd – 5th

July - August (Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Sun. 2 pm - 5 pm)
September (Tues. - Fri. 2 - 5 pm, Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, & Sun. 2 - 5 pm)

135 Dupree Place • Aiken, SC 29801
www.aikenracinghalloffame.com
(888) Aiken SC
www.VisitAikenSC.com

Public Safety Law
Enforcement Officers Association
July 7th – 12th

South Carolina Farm Bureau
Women’s Leadership Conference
September 23rd – 24th

- Cot Campbell, President, Dogwood Stable

Campaigned by Aiken’s OWN

We proudly welcome the following
upcoming conferences to Aiken:

Carolinas Association
for Passenger Trains
August 10th

“They’re dancing in the streets of Aiken!”
Congratulations to
PALACE MALICE
2013 Belmont Stakes
Winner

assist you with planning
these unique events in our
beautiful city. Simply call
(803) 644-1902 with all
of your meeting planning
needs.

1-888-AikenSC

Visit Aiken Magazine | 15

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Art’s Alive in Aiken

All Aboard for Aiken - 4 & 5
A Recipe for Success - 6
Aiken’s Cool Treats - 7
Aiken’s Greens are
Par for the Course - 8 & 9
Aiken... a Happening Place - 10

PO Box 1177 | Aiken, SC 29802 | 1-888-AikenSC

www.VisitAikenSC.com

Seeing Aiken’s Southside - 11
Aiken’s Athletic Opportunity - 12 & 13

Aiken Bluegrass Festival

The arts scene is like
everything else in Aiken…
thriving!
Seats are filled with
captive audiences
at various venues
throughout the city
regardless of the season.
The Aiken Community
Playhouse, a solely
volunteer community
theater group, offers
often sold out shows
at the URS Center for
Performing Arts. Even the
famed Juilliard School
has recognized the
blossoming performing
arts culture in Aiken.
Students visit Aiken one
week out of every year,
gracing our stages with
public performances,
chamber concerts and
master classes at area
schools.
One browse through
the shops downtown and
it’s clear just how much
Aiken loves its artisans
14 | Visit Aiken Magazine

as well. You can find
everything from beading
to pottery and painting
proudly lining the display
windows stretching as
far as you can see. The
Aiken Center for the Arts
showcases outstanding
work in any media made
by local hands. The
rotating exhibits and
events shake things up
regularly, bringing in new
ideas and themes from
the art world.
Of course, Aiken finds
a way to celebrate the
arts. Aiken’s Makin’ is an
award-winning event in its
37th year of packing our
streets with 300 artisans
and over 30,000 people
who love their artfully
crafted items.
So pull up a seat at
the Stables Restaurant in
Rose Hill Estate to take in
some jazz or peruse the
handiwork of the talented
folks who call Aiken

home. Whatever you
choose, we can guarantee
that it’s not your typical
dinner and a show when

you’re in Aiken! For a
complete listing of arts
events and venues, simply
visit www.VisitAikenSC.com.

Don’t Miss It!
37th Annual

AIKEN’S MAKIN’
arts and crafts event in
historic downtown Aiken

Friday, September 6th
and Saturday, September 7th
www.aikensmakin.net

www.VisitAikenSC.com
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Dear Friends,
Welcome to the
beautiful City of Aiken!
We are grateful that you
have chosen to make
Aiken your destination
of choice. Whether
you are visiting us for
pleasure or for business
our foremost goal is for
you to feel welcomed in
our community while you
enjoy your time here.
The City of Aiken,
with a population of
approximately 30,000,
proudly maintains small
town charm while also
offering big city amenities.
Not far from where you
1-888-AikenSC

are you will find our
beautiful downtown.
Our downtown offers
an ideal combination of
locally owned shops and
restaurants along with
beautifully landscaped
green spaces. Or, visit our
bustling business districts
where you will find many
restaurants, shops and
service providers. I am
confident you’ll see that
we have everything you
need right here!
While you are in Aiken,
we encourage you to take
advantage of all that our
unique community has to
offer. A list of attractions,

restaurants and events
can be found at
www.VisitAikenSC.com.
For personal assistance,
be sure to stop in our
Aiken Visitors Center and
Train Museum located in
our Aiken Railroad Depot
at 406 Park Avenue, SE.
Again, welcome to the
City of Aiken. We’re glad
to have you here.
Sincerely,

Mayor Fred Cavanaugh
City of Aiken
Visit Aiken Magazine | 3

All Aboard for Aiken

651 Old Airport Road Aiken, SC 29801
www.cityofaikensc.gov
803-642-7761

Upcoming Events at
Citizens Park:

In 1833, the first
passenger train in the
country journeyed full
steam ahead from the
port city of Charleston
through the cotton fields
of rural south and arrived
in Aiken. The railroad
depot became the center
of bustling activity, and it
holds the same spirit for
visitors today.
The City of Aiken
Visitors Center & Train
4 | Visit Aiken Magazine

Museum is a no-brainer
first stop in the historic
city. Here you can gather
insight on the adventures
that await you, from
the rambling gardens to
upcoming events and
where to find the best
sandwich this side of the
Savannah River.
The museum on-site
boasts meticulously
accurate dioramas that
guide you down the tracks

of the South Carolina
Canal and Railroad
Company, stopping at
the various depots in the
state as they appeared
in 1916. Along with
interactive displays and
several restored train cars,
the museum gives you a
first glimpse of how Aiken
and the surrounding
communities were built
through the steam of
the railroad, and the

enormous impact it still
has today.
If you’re intrigued with
Aiken’s unique history
and culture, the Visitors
Center & Train Museum
is also the departure
point for tours every
Saturday at 10am. Board
the climate-controlled
(and we must say very
charming) trolley for
a two-hour guided
experience describing
www.VisitAikenSC.com

Citizens Park is proud to have
been chosen as the site for the
2013 Dixie Boys and Dixie Junior
Boys State Tournament. This
tournament will consist of twentyfour teams of 13 and 14 year old
boys from across South Carolina.
Games will commence on July
20th and the championship will
take place on July 25th. Visitors
are encouraged to join in on the
fun and cheer on their favorite
team as they pursue their goal of
winning a state title and playing
the Dixie Boys and Junior Boys
World Series.

1-888-AikenSC

Each year, hundreds of people
come together at Citizens Park for
the Blue Night Run. This benefit
run is hosted as a fundraiser for
the Aiken Department of Public
Safety Police Athletic League. A
5K Run and Walk along with a
1-mile fun run will be hosted on
August 16th beginning at 7:00
p.m. Registration forms can be
requested by emailing
jmetz@cityofaikensc.gov or by
searching for Blue Night Run
on Active.com.

Visit Aiken Magazine | 13

Aiken’s Athletic Opportunity

406 Park Avenue, SE
Aiken, SC 29801
1-888-AIKENSC

The City of Aiken’s
premier multi-purpose
athletic facility is a
great place to host your
tournament or special
event. Citizens Park boasts
fourteen tournament
quality fields located on
123 acres within the City
of Aiken. With the vast
experience in state, regional
and national tournaments,
the staff at Citizens Park
can assist you with your
tournament needs.

Features
• Covered dugouts with
water fountains
• Communication systems
from field to score tower
available in each dugout
• 14 tournament quality
fields
• Public address systems for
each field
• State-of-the-art
scoreboards with timers
• Complexes within walking
distance of each other
• Eight state-of-the-art
batting cages
• Paved walking track

Aiken’s historic homes
and churches, the Civil
War Battle of Aiken, a
walk through Hopelands
Gardens, the Thoroughbred
Racing Hall of Fame,
equestrian sites, the famous
live oak canopy on South
Boundary and more.

Saturday Morning Historic Tour
Call 803-293-7846

• Large variety of chain and
locally owned restaurants
and shopping areas
12 | Visit Aiken Magazine

www.VisitAikenSC.com

Aiken Visitors Center & Train Museum
406 Park Avenue, SE
Aiken, SC 29801
Wednesday-Friday 10am-5pm
Saturday 9am-2pm
1-888-AIKENSC

*If you are interested in a tour Monday through Friday for a group,
please contact us for special rates and availability
1-888-AikenSC
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A Recipe for Success
Red Pepper Café

Seeing Aiken’s Southside
Make your way
to the Aiken County
Farmers Market where
we’ve been connecting
friends and farmers for
generations! Located at
115 Williamsburg Street
in the heart of Aiken’s
downtown district, you’ll
find tables filled with
produce and farmers
willing to share stories
with passersby. Our
market is open Monday
through Saturday from 7
a.m. until 2 p.m. (or until
the farmers sell out) with
Saturdays providing the
highest concentration of
products and farmers.
As an added opportunity,
the market will be open
Thursday evenings from
5 – 8 p.m. through the
summer (ending August
8th).
Originally, our
market was located on
Williamsburg Street in a
6 | Visit Aiken Magazine

raised wooden structure
that was open to the
elements. The market
sold cotton, produce and
homemade goods. On
Saturdays, beginning in
the late 1920’s, farmers
also sold produce from a
shed on Newberry Street.
By 1935, both locations
proved to be successful
ventures. However, in
1951 the markets found
themselves struggling to
remain open.
In 1952, the City
of Aiken, using the
county chain gang labor,
erected the current
structure located in the
Williamsburg Street
parkway. Farmers and
their families built the 45
tables, still used today,
and completed the market
in 1954. From that
day forward the Aiken
County Farmers Market
has served as a location

for farmers to sell their
produce, flowers and even
homemade delicacies. In
2003, the Aiken County
Farmers Market was
designated as a historical
landmark of Aiken.
Today, the Aiken
County Farmers Market
operates as the oldest (in
continuous operation at
the same location) county
farmers market in the
State of South Carolina.
Live oaks now shade the
newly restored market

while descendants from
the early farmers’ families
continue to sell their
goods on the same tables.
The Farmers Market, now
as then, is a place where
goods are offered for sale
and recipes (and stories)
are swapped with friends,
old and new.
For additional
information, please visit
www.VisitAikenSC.com
or call (803) 293-2214.

There’s a fresh and
modern side to Aiken
these days. The Southside
district has become a
lively segment of the everevolving southern city. As
the number of visitors and
citizens increase, so does
the variety of places to
delight them.
Restaurants range
from establishments
that everyone knows and

loves, to the eclectic Café
where you can put on
your dancing shoes and
enjoy some live music.
Hotels are conveniently
located near the action in
the heart of the Southside.
There’s a comfort of the
name you recognize, but
to give you a little Aiken
flair there is also trivia
nights and shrimp & grits
on the menu.

Local favorites are
at your disposal here,
including a game of puttputt and a plate of fresh
seafood (yes, both at the
same place!) or maybe
a family bowling match,
complete with a few
hotdogs.
Shopping options
extend from the mall and
large department stores
to specialty shops offering

everything from specialty
bags to custom fabric.
You can even throw in a
movie, some ice-cream
and a pampering spa-day
for good measure.
Just beware…the
excitement is contagious
on the Southside!

Material Things

www.VisitAikenSC.com

1-888-AikenSC
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Aiken... A Happening Place

Aiken’s Cool Treats
While Aiken has
maintained its small
town feel, a visitor to
Aiken (and locals) will
find special events
happening here year
round! From small
festivals to horse races
attracting greater than
25,000 guests, there is

something for everyone
visiting our beautiful
City. For a complete
listing of events hosted
in and around the City
of Aiken, simply visit
www.VisitAikenSC.com
and scroll through our
calendar.

Just a Sampling of Upcoming Events in Aiken
Christmas in July
July 22nd – 27th
www.downtownaiken.com

St. Mary’s
Chocolate Festival
October 5th
www.VisitAikenSC.com

Murder Mystery
Dinner Theatre
August 16th and 17th
www.downtownaiken.com

Fall Steeplechase
October 26th
www.aikensteeplechase.com/fall

Aiken Arts Alive
August 24th
www.aikencenterforthearts.
org

Trick or Treat on
Pendleton Street
October 26th
www.VisitAikenSC.com

6th Annual Day of
Hard Labor
BBQ Cook-Off
September 2nd
www.VisitAikenSC.com

Steve Lippia’s
“Simply Swingin”
October 3rd and 4th
www.apagonline.com

Summer in the South
can be HOT, HOT, HOT!
The perfect way to cool
down in Aiken is to stop
by one of our local ice
cream shops and scoop
up some of your favorite
ice cream or frozen
yogurt flavors! With
many options to choose
from, you and your family
can beat the heat with a
frozen treat that hits the
spot!
For a complete listing
of ice cream parlors
and other restaurants in
Aiken, please visit
www.VisitAikenSC.com

Baskin Robbins
1909 Whiskey Road
Aiken, SC
803-641-9588

Desserves
125 Laurens Street, SW
Aiken, SC
(803) 502-2400

Betsy’s on the Corner
159 Lauren’s Street
Aiken, SC
803-226-0078

Flanagan’s Ice Cream
912 Dougherty Road
Aiken, SC
803-648-6649

Brusters Real
Ice Cream
210 East Gate Drive
Aiken, SC
803-226-0377

Marble Slab Creamery
152 S. Aiken Lane,
#104
Aiken, SC
803-649-1696

Veri Berri Ice Cream
& Frozen Yogurt
256 East Gate Drive
Aiken, SC
803-226-0033

Aiken’s Makin’
September 6th and 7th
www.aikensmakin.net
Simply scan this QR code to explore
www.VisitAikenSC.com.
Click on Calendar and find
all of our upcoming events.
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Aiken’s Greens are Par for the Course
The Golf Club
at Cedar Creek
www.cedarcreek.net/golf
(803) 648-4206
Golf Digest rated the
course at Cedar Creek a
“4 Star Outstanding” and
Golf Magazine ranked
the property as one of
America’s “Top 20 Places
to Semi-Retire.” The Golf
Club at Cedar Creek is a
semi-private 18 hole, par
72 walk and cart club.

Aiken Golf Club
www.aikengolfclub.com
(803) 649-6029
Aiken Golf Club was
voted on of the best
places to play in America
by Golf Digest! Today,
the course plays 5,734
yards from the Medal
Tees, 5,361 yards from
the Mid Tees and 4,752
from the Fore Tees.
The Aiken Golf Club is
The City of Aiken
is known for its green
spaces. From urban
forests to perfectly
landscaped parkways,
you’ll find a community
committed to green! And,
when many people think
green, they think greens!
Aiken County is also
home to multiple public,
semi-private and private
golf courses. On the
next page, highlighted,
8 | Visit Aiken Magazine

are three of the courses
located within close
proximity of the City of
Aiken.
For a complete listing of
courses in Aiken County,
please visit
www.aikencountysc.gov/
tourism/golf.
We invite you to discover
Aiken’s greens!

The City of Aiken is also home to the following
members only golf clubs:

Houndslake Country Club
www.houndslakecc.com
Palmetto Golf Club
www.palmettogolfclub.net
Woodside Plantation
www.woodsideplantation.com
www.VisitAikenSC.com

Midland Valley
Country Club
www.playmidlandvalley.com
(803) 663-7332
Located just miles
from Aiken, Midland
Valley Country Club
features towering
pines, significant terrain
changes and large
Bermuda Grass Greens!
The course, open year
round, was designed
1-888-AikenSC

There are 5 tee boxes
per hole and the course
length varies from a
challenging 7,206 yards
for the serious player to
5,182 yards for casual
play. The course, built
as part of a residential
property seven miles
from Aiken, was designed
by Arthur Hills with his
signature greens that
give the illusion they are
farther away than they
are.
steeped in golf history.
Originally built in 1912,
with a portion of its
design attributed to
John Inglis, it is one of
the oldest courses in the
nation.
Completely renovated
and reopened to
considerable fanfare
during 1999, the course
has never looked or
played better. Come be a
part of golf history.
by Ellis Maples and
built in 1961. Multiple
tournaments are held
at this Club each year
including the U.S.
open qualifiers and the
U.S. Senior Amateurs,
because of the large
greens and sloping
fairways.
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