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ACCOMMODATIONS.

Dear Friends, 

On behalf of all of us who live and work here, I welcome you to our beautiful 
community of Aiken. 

I am confident that www.VisitAikenSC.com will be a valuable tool for exploring the 
City. Many of our tourism partners have fantastic websites which provide detailed 
information on accommodations, restaurants, shopping, sports, attractions and 
more -- allowing you to begin your adventure even before you leave the comfort of 
your home!    

If you’re already in Aiken for business or pleasure, I am sure you are having a fabulous 
time. In order to make the most of your trip, we encourage you to stop by the Aiken 
Visitors Center and Train Museum located at 405 Park Avenue.  

Aiken is known for vibrant shopping opportunities, equine pursuits, green gardens 
and parkways, the arts community…and so much more to explore and discover. I urge 
you to explore further and experience the “real” Aiken.  

We invite you to enjoy the City of Aiken and are here to assist you with your travel 
needs.  I hope you enjoy your visit as much as we enjoy sharing our home with you!  

Warm regards,

Elizabeth Harm 
Tourism Supervisor 

 

The Willcox: World-Renowned Hotel  
WELCOME TO AIKEN.

“My family and I love to explore 
Hopelands Garden and The Rye Patch 
throughout the year!  Picnics are a 
must for my kids as well as feeding
the fish.”    -- Elizabeth Harm 
 

WHAT’S INSIDE
Events:  Listing of Events

Food Feature:  Pizza in Aiken

Art Feature:  Art Walk

Feature Article:  History of Aiken 

Accommodations Feature:  The Willcox

Featured Small Business:  Three Monkey’s

Guest Feature: Aiken’s Fashion

The Great American Lobster Race

PRT Feature:  Carolina Bay Overlook/Weeks Center Amenities

Guest Feature: Aiken, South Carolina

Cover Image by Larry Gleason

1

2

3

4

5-6

7

8

9

10

11-12

Live Music 
Train Rides for Children
Story Time at the Depot

Museum Tours  •  Games  •  Crafts
Balloons  •  Face Painting

Concessions  •  Gift Shop  •  And MORE!

 
 

NATIONAL TRAIN DAY
CELEBRATION

SATURDAY, MAY 11TH
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Aiken Visitors Center & Train Museum
406 Park Avenue, SE, Aiken

www.AikenIs.com   (803) 293-7846

Follow us on
Facebook at
VisitAikenSC.

Credit; Betsy Wilson Mahoney



The City of Aiken has no shortage of special events especially during the Spring and early Summer!  From 
races (we’ve got horses and lobsters) to festivals and street fairs you’ll find something going on most 
every weekend and many weekdays in Aiken.  We’ve included a few of our most popular events below.  
However, be sure to explore our full calendar of events at www.VisitAikenSC.com.
  

EVENT LISTINGS

www.VisitAikenSC.com
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THE BEST PIZZA IN TOWN…HONEST!
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MARCH
March 15 
Aiken Trials
www.aikentrainingtrack.com

March 22 
Spring Steeplechase  
www.aikensteeplechase.com 

March 29
Pacers and Polo 
http://web.usca.edu/pacersandpolo/index.dot

APRIL
April 5
St. Thaddeus Home & Garden Tour
www.stthaddeus.org 

April 26
Aiken Kite Festival
www.VisitAikenSC.com
 

MAY
May 2
Lobster Race
www.lobsterrace.com 

May 9 – 10 
Aiken Bluegrass Festival
www.aikenbluegrassfestival.org 

May 10
National Train Day
www.VisitAIkenSC.com 

May 10
Mead Hall Strawberry Festival
www.meadhallschool.org

JUNE
June 13 & 14 
Downtown Beach Blast 
www.downtownaiken.com 

 

THE BEST PIZZA IN TOWN…HONEST!

Acropolis Pizza   
1647 Richland Ave W
Aiken SC, 29801
803-649-7601

Apizza di Napoli
740 Silver Bluff Road
Aiken  SC,  29803
803-226-0700

Coach T’s
1552 Whiskey Rd
Aiken  SC, 29803
803-226-0106

Ferrandos Italian Pizzeria
3555 Richland Ave., W - # 158 
Aiken SC, 29801
803-642-8484

Ferrandos Italian Pizzeria
152 South Aiken Lane
Aiken SC, 29803
803-644-8881

Mellow Mushroom (IN MAY)
The Alley
151 Bee Lane
Aiken  SC, 29803

Roma’s Pizza
1368 Whiskey Rd.
Aiken  SC, 29803
803-643-7828

The Pizza Joint
125 Richland Ave., W 
Aiken SC, 29801
803-648-9074

Travinia’s 
470 Fabian Drive
Aiken, SC 29803
803-642-9642

Zorba’s Pizza & Grill
510 Silver Bluff Rd. 
Aiken SC, 29803
803-643-8777

Give one of our pizza places a try, you 
won’t be disappointed.  And remember, 
if you have any left over…….cold pizza is 
great for breakfast!

We can’t just pick one because Aiken is 
home to many chain and local pizzerias 
that have veggie lovers, meat lovers, and 
cheese lovers saying “Mama Mia!”  It’s 
hard to beat a good pizza pie to satisfy 
everyone’s craving and not spend a lot 
of dough!  Pizza is the way to go when 
feeding a group, having a birthday party 
or just a weekday dinner.  

When choosing dine-in pizza, you can 
enjoy the pizzeria atmosphere with 
the enticing smells of the Italian blend 
seasoning throughout the restaurant.  
But if you would rather have your little 
slice of heaven in the comfort of your 
own surroundings, delivery or carry out 
is the option for you!   

Of course, Aiken also has 
those pizza places you’re 
more familiar with
including: Domino’s Pizza, 
Little Caesars, Pizza Hut
and Papa John’s!  



Downtown Aiken will be the place to be on Tuesday, April 8th during Masters Week! 
The 3rd Annual Horses and Courses Event, sponsored by the City of Aiken Arts 
Commission, City of Aiken Parks, Recreation& Tourism Department, the Aiken Artist’s 
Guild and the Aiken Downtown Development Association, will begin at 5:00 p.m and 
last until 9:00 p.m. 

This year’s event will focus on Aiken’s numerous talented artists including an art 
walk along the sidewalks and Alley in Aiken’s vibrant downtown.  There will be visual 
artists displaying paintings, sculptures and jewelry as well as numerous performing 
artists.  Artwork will be on display for viewing and purchasing inside and outside many 
downtown restaurants and businesses.

The mission of the Horses & Courses event is to promote and highlight the arts, equine, 
and golf communities as well as showcase downtown Aiken.

As the locals already know, Aiken is a very proud and diverse community that offers 
unique shopping and culinary experiences!  We would love for our visitors to experience 
this as well.  Aiken also lays claim to one of the oldest golf courses in the United States, is 
well known as an equine community and has an ever growing population of artists.
Mark your calendars to attend the 3rd Annual Horses & Courses event!  

The City of Aiken would like to thank the event corporate sponsor, Carolina Outdoors 
Equipment Company.

HORSES AND COURSES
For more information
or details please call
(803) 642-7631
or visit our website
www.visitaikensc.com.  

Live oaks originally came from the more 
temperate areas of Asia and Europe. 
Today, the specific type of tree that 
creates the Avenue of Oaks on South 
Boundary is commonly known as the 
“Southern Live Oak” and is the official 
state tree of Georgia.

During the days when horse-drawn 
carriages were the main mode of 
transportation, young women would 
drive their buggies under the canopy of 
overhanging live oaks in an effort to be 
noticed by eligible fellows, according to 
stories told about South Boundary.

Today, the stately umbrella arches 
formed by the branches and leaves of 
the live oaks planted so long ago impress 
all who travel the road.

Credit; Christi Koelker, Koelker & Associates, LLC

THE AVENUE OF OAKS ON 
SOUTH BOUNDARY

Aiken’s beauty is undoubtedly one of the 
town’s most appealing aspects. Adorned 
with a wide variety of blooming trees 
and plants, Aiken’s lush foliage creates 
an almost park-like atmosphere that 
impresses visitors and helps residents 
appreciate each passing season. 
Throughout the town’s history, several 
residents have been credited with 
encouraging Aiken’s beautification.

In 1877 Dr. Benjamin Teague, a local 
dentist, began a personal mission of 
overseeing the planting of about 100 
water oaks and elms around the town. 
Throughout his life, he worked to realize 
his vision of a “park-like” city by endowing 
Aiken with many more trees of diverse 
varieties.

An attorney named Henry Dibble came to 
Aiken in the early 1880s after learning of 
its reputation as a health resort. Dibble 
originally visited from his home state of 
Michigan and enjoyed his stay so much 
that he made Aiken his permanent 
residence.

A MORE BEAUTIFUL COMMUTE

His new venture was a dairy farm in the 
vale of Montmorenci (just six miles from 
the town of Aiken). Around the same 
time, he also became the president of 
the Bank of Aiken, a job that required 
him to drive to and from town by way 
of the South Boundary boulevard. Just 
as Teague had before him, Dibble was 
inspired to beautify the daily commute 
to and from his thriving Montmorenci 
farm. He decided to create an “avenue” 
of live oaks to line the boulevard that 
he traveled so often. Perhaps he was 
encouraged by the efforts of individual 
homeowners who planted azaleas, 
camellias, dogwoods, loropetalums 
and wisterias in the wide boulevard 
parkways.

YEAR-ROUND FOLIAGE

A live oak is an evergreen type of oak, 
with foliage year-round. These trees 
“live” throughout the winter, while 
other oaks lose their leaves and are 
dormant during the colder months of 
the year. 
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ART WALK

OUR AIKEN HISTORY
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Credit; Betsy Wilson Mahoney



ACCOMMODATIONS

Located in historic downtown Aiken, the Willcox is known for its southern charm 
and hospitality. It was built in the late 19th century as a winter retreat for wealthy 
Northerners. The hotel also attracted the attention of Winston Churchill, Harold 
Vanderbilt and FDR. Eventually, The Willcox expanded along with its reputation. 
Additions were made to the hotel in 1906 and again in 1928. Today, guests can enjoy 
spacious rooms, relax in the spa and experience fine dining at this award-winning, 
historic hotel.

Recently, Southern Living magazine added the Willcox to its list of the best Southern 
hotels. Its Hotel Collection consists of twenty-nine hotels hand-picked by the editors 
of the magazine including three in South Carolina. With the support of local businesses 
and vendors, Southern Living is giving away a $35,000 wedding package to one lucky 
winner. The ceremony and reception for 100 people will take place at The Willcox.
(For more information please visit www.southernlivinghotelcollection.com/hotel-collection.) 

 The Willcox is a well-preserved piece of Aiken’s history. Its staff works hard to uphold 
the hotel’s character while taking measures to reduce its impact on the environment. 
Although the hotel has developed green practices, guests can still enjoy everything it 
has to offer without sacrificing comfort. Be sure to experience all this grand hotel has 
to offer next time you are in downtown Aiken.  

The Willcox Hotel
100 Colleton Avenue SW
Aiken, SC 29801

 

The Willcox: World-Renowned Hotel  

Please visit www.thewillcox.com 

or call (877) 648-2200

for more information.

Top 50 Best Hotels in the World,  Travel and Leisure Magazine

Top 5 American Inns ,  Travel and Leisure Magazine 

No. 3 Inn and Small Lodges in the Continental U.S. ,  Travel and Leisure Magazine

Top 20 Best Business Hotels in the World,   Conde Nast Traveler Magazine

Top 50 Small Hotels in the USA,  Conde Nast Traveler Magazine

Aiken’s Best Place to See and Be Seen During Happy Hour,   Augusta Magazine and Aiken Standard 

Best Local Brunch ,  Aiken Standard

Best Local Hotel,  Aiken Standard

Good Earth Keeping Award,  South Carolina Hospitality Association 

South Carolina Smart Business Recycling Program,  South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental 

                                                                                           Control and the South Carolina Department of Commerce

Three Palmetto Certification for The Willcox and The Restaurant,  South Carolina Green Hospitality Allianc

ACCOMMODATIONS Continued
The Willcox Awards Include:  

Aiken is... a perfect getaway.
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With a name like 3 Monkeys how can you not stop in? This unique shop is a full service 
gift store located on Laurens Street in downtown Aiken.  The shop is is stocked with 
fine china, jewelry, glassware and much more.  We hope you’ll enjoy getting to know a 
little more about 3 Monkeys through this interview with owner, Sallye Rich.   

WHERE DID THE NAME 3 MONKEYS COME FROM? 
There were 3 of us who opened the business and we were all friends. We decided if we 
were going to be successful, we needed to “see no evil, hear no evil, speak no evil.”
 So, we jokingly thought of 3 Monkeys and it stuck.

WHAT IS YOUR MOST POPULAR PRODUCT?
We have moderately priced jewelry that we sell a lot of and our Skyros Designs 
dinnerware is our number one item for bridal registries. It is appealing because it is 
dishwasher, oven, microwave and freezer safe.

WHAT IS SOMETHING MOST PEOPLE DON’T KNOW ABOUT YOUR BUSINESS? 
I think that many people don’t realize that we have items that range from $400 to 
$2. We really strive to fill a need for customers shopping for any gift occasion or just 
something for themselves.

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR BUSINESS?
We offer a variety of gifts for weddings, baby, graduation, housewarming and just plain gift 
giving. We carry Simon Pearce glass, Beatriz Ball serveware, Annie glass and dinnerware 
by Pickard, Gien, Simon Pearce, Skyros Designs and Anna Weatherley. We have a gift 
registry and feature our wedding registries on our website www.3monkeysaiken.com.

 

 

Check out 3 Monkeys
for yourself! 

3 Monkeys 
141 Laurens St. SW
 803.648.7592
www.3monkeysaiken.com

Aiken has no shortage of locally owned and operated businesses! While visiting, be sure 
to set off on an adventure and explore these fantastic locations throughout Aiken. In each 
edition of this publication you will find a different locally owned business highlighted 
with a brief interview with staff.  As you begin your journey, we encourage you to let this 
business know that you read about them in our magazine.  The shop is stocked with fine 
china, jewelry, glassware and much more.  This unique store is a full service gift shop 
located on Laurens Street in downtown Aiken.  We hope you’ll enjoy getting to know a 
little more about 3 Monkeys through this interview with co-owner, Sallye Rich.   

3 MONKEYS FINE GIFTS
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For the discerning young woman, 
shopping in downtown Aiken is an 
exciting and satisfying experience.  The 
sales representatives are very helpful in 
assisting to find the perfect style that 
suits you. If you want to spruce up your 
wardrobe, take a stroll in downtown 
Aiken where shopping is still considered 
a “girl’s” best friend.  You will probably 
bump into me sporting one of their 
latest fashions.  

As a socially active young woman living in 
Aiken, I keep up with the latest fashion.  
I am a senior college student attending 
USC-Aiken, so fashion is a must for me.  
Most young women, as well as mature 
women, enjoy the latest designs that 
Aiken boutiques have to offer.  Fashion 
and style can define us in very positive 
and yet, unique ways.  When I lived in  
New York City, a well-respected high 
fashion designer recommended three 
essential “must” have colors to include 
in my wardrobe; black, white, and navy 
blue.  Ironically, my wardrobe is full of 
these colors today, even though I love the 
vibrant reds and yellows as well.

The boutiques in downtown Aiken, and 
there are many, are adorned with a variety 
of stylish clothing.  The pastel colors for the 
spring are all displayed elegantly, as well as 
casually, in the windows.  I like to window 
shop.  However, I am usually lured inside 
to take a closer peak at what is hidden 
behind the windows.  As with any young 
woman of culture and style, along with a 
desire to look and feel good, I browse a 
little longer than normal and sometimes 
end up splurging a bit.  The boutiques in 
Aiken have that effect on me.
 

I especially enjoy shopping in Vinya’s on 
Laurens Street.  It is one of my favorite 
boutiques. I have seen a number of 
women wearing the designer fashions 
from Vinya’s of all ages.  It is a great 
shop for the smart and sophisticated 
business woman that wants an edgy, 
but professional look.  You can be a 
college student, business woman, or 
mature adult and still feel right at home 
in Vinya’s.     

Threads is another favorite place for 
young people.   They offer a sophisticated 
yet trendy style of clothing at a 
reasonable price.  You can accessorize 
your wardrobe with vintage and eclectic 
jewelry; from earrings, necklaces, and 
bracelets.

Caroline’s which is also located on 
Laurens Street is a fun and vibrant place 
to shop for everyday women’s wear.  
And, the prices are reasonable.

Shoetopia is also a great place to wrap 
it all up when you are done shopping for 
clothes and jewelry.  They have a wide 
selection of shoes from high heels, low 
heels, boots, and sandals to go with any 
outfit for any season.

AIKEN’S FASHION by Kimberlee Howard
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A LOCAL’S PERSPECTIVE

Tourism intern, 
Kimberlee, 
participating in a 
photo shoot for 
Vinya’s.



Please call (803) 642-7631 for more 
information on the climbing wall. Visit 
www.scgreatoutdoors.com/park-
carolinabaynaturereserve.html to learn 
about Carolina Bay.

The Odell Weeks activities center has 
a lot to offer. From sports to ceramics 
there is something for everyone. There is 
a gym, fitness center and classrooms for 
different programs like Zumba. Outside, 
there are basketball courts, tennis courts, 
a 1-mile walking track, playground 
and picnic shelters. Tennis lessons and 
leagues are also available. Annually, The 
Weeks Center also hosts The Christmas 
Craft show which is a must-see. For more 
information about these amenities, 
rentals or programs please call (803) 
642-7631 or go to www.visitaikensc.com. 
Hours are listed below. 

Across the street from the Weeks center 
is the Carolina Bay Overlook and climbing 
wall. This wetland, surrounded by trees, is 
a perfect way to catch a glimpse of Aiken’s 
wildlife. There are also picnic tables 
and a hiking trail that lead around the 
pond. Near the bay is a 1200 square foot 
climbing wall.  Experienced and beginner 
climbers are welcome. The climbing wall 
is available on Thursdays from 6-8 pm. 

AIKEN PARKS, RECREATION AND TOURISM FACILITIES
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Credit; Larry Gleason

YES, WE RACE LOBSTERS TOO.

Thousands are drawn to the Newberry Street Festival Center each year to watch more 
than 100 crustaceans scuttle their way to the Lobster Downs finish line, competing for 
a chance to return to the great blue ocean.

This will be the 30th running of the Great American Lobster Race May 2nd in Aiken. 
Average annual attendance is 12,000.

The event will be held from 6 to 11 p.m. at the Newberry Street Festival Center and 
includes not only the races, but live music, food, rides and games.  Races will start at 7:30 p.m.

The lobsters, which arrive in Aiken the day before, are kept in large tubs of water that 
are adjusted to the perfect temperature and salinity. The water is circulated from the 
tubs into Lobster Downs for the actual races.  The winner is released back into the 
ocean. The loser gets the “melted butter” award.

Conceived as a spoof of the Kentucky Derby and to pay a nod to the impact of the 
horse industry locally, the inaugural Lobster Race was held in Aiken in 1984.

Tickets at the gate are $10. Students with a school ID will be admitted for $5. Children 
6 and younger will be admitted free.  For more information, visit www.lobsterrace.com.

Haley Hughes is the news editor for the Aiken Standard. She joined the newspaper in 
2007 and covered the Aiken County government until her promotion in 2013. Hughes, 
a graduate of Middle Tennessee State University, hails from Knoxville, Tenn.

 

By: Haley Hughes, Aiken Standard  

The Great American Lobster 
Race returns to downtown 
Aiken on Friday, May 2nd.

GYM 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am - 8:30 pm
Saturdays: 9:00 am - 4:45 pm
Sundays: 1:00 pm - 4:45 pm

FITNESS ROOM
Monday-Friday: 8:15 am - 8:45 pm
Saturdays: 9:15 am - 4:45 pm
Sundays: 1:15 pm - 4:45 pm

TENNIS CENTER (803) 642-7739
Monday-Thursday: 8:00am - Noon; 
                                   3:30pm - 9:00 pm
Friday-Saturday: 8:00am - Noon;
                              3:30pm - 8:00 pm
Sunday: 1:00 pm - 8:00 pm

CAROLINA BAY & CLIMBING WALL
Daylight hours
Price Avenue, Aiken, SC 29803
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WEEKS ACTIVITY CENTER HOURS 
Monday-Friday: 8:00 am - 9:00 pm
Saturdays: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sundays: 1:00 - 5:00 pm

1700 Whiskey Road
Aiken, SC 29803
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“It’s the people,” responds the lady from Buffalo when we ask why she moved to Aiken.  
We are strolling with her and a friend amongst the magnificent live oaks and deodar 
cedars in Hopelands Gardens.  It’s mid-April, and this place is paradise.  “Horses and 
courses,” she explains.  She came for the equine; her husband for the golf.  But they 
both really came because “everyone is so friendly.”  As we stroll past the reflecting pool, 
she remembers when they first moved in, how they were treated and greeted by a 
neighborhood welcoming party.

In a way, this woman and her husband are typical of old Aiken.  At the turn of the 
century, monied northerners, escaping the harsh winters, would come down and build 
7,500-square foot “cottages.”  Their modern-day equivalents from Buffalo, New York, 
are doing the exact same thing, except their “cottages” are a little smaller, they live here 
year around, and it’s a century later.

Aiken, South Carolina, as a wintertime getaway is still happening.  And as they did in the 
early 1900s, once here the Winter Colony folk needed something to keep them busy: 
horses and courses.  Everywhere around is reference to the horse, from the fiberglass, 
life-sized, gaily painted statues scattered throughout town to the tony equine specialty 
shops lining the boulevards and parkways.  All disciplines are represented: show jumping, 
eventing, race training, dressage, driving, polo and even weatern.  Many eventers now 
prefer Aiken to Florida. The winner of the 2008 Rolex, Philip Dutton, winters here, and 
up-and-coming Olympic hopefuls from Virginia to Vermont do the same.

To give you an idea how varied the equine scene is, just go to Aiken the last three 
Saturdays in March for the Triple Crown.  The first Saturday features flat track races 
for young horses who have been training here all winter.  For most of these two-year-
old Thoroughbreds, this is their first taste of the racing world.  The second Saturday 
hosts the Steeplechase, which reportedly draws up to 30,000 spectators, complete with 
tailgates and fancy hats.  The third Saturday is the first official polo game of the season 
to benefit the USC Aiken Pacers baseball team.

 

Each issue we will feature a 
story (or part of a story) that 
was published about Aiken in an 
outside publication by a guest 
writer to our community. 

Please enjoy this short excerpt 
from a story published in The 
Virginia Sportsman in December 
of 2012.  To read the entire 
article, please visit
www.TheVASportsman.com. 

married to a ten-goal player and 
mother to another,  established Aiken 
Preparatory School.  Here the kids 
started playing polo on tricycles, then 
moved to bicycles and then on to ponies.  
The 2,000-acre Hitchcock Woods – yes, 
woods, not forest, of course stems 
from the same famous family, who with 
William C. Whitney, gave the park to 
the people of Aiken.  Administered by 
the Hitchcock Foundation, this is the 
largest urban park in the United States, 
bigger than Central Park.  No motorized 
vehicles or even bicycles are allowed; 
only horses, pedestrians and leashed 
dogs can roam its 65 miles of trails.  This 
is where the Aiken Foxhunt, established 
in 1914, follows the drag every Tuesday 
and Saturday from Thanksgiving through 
the winter, over fences designed by 
Thomas Hitchcock himself.  

And there are many other equine-related 
events in Aiken all year long, from fall 
steeplechase meets, to the Aiken Foxhunt 
to the Aiken Horse Show.  According to the 
Aiken County 2011-2012 Fact Book, there 
are 6,500 horses stables in Aiken County, 
worth $56 million, whose owners spend 
$49 million and generate another $15.3 
million in income.
 
But enough about numbers. On this 
perfect April morning, let’s go exploring 
in the old Winter Colony, now known as 
the Aiken Equine District, along South 
Boundary Avenue with its magnificent 
over-arching live oaks.  Here, signs caution 
you to drive slowly so as not to spook the 
horses.  Many of the streets are dirt and 
sand; better footing for horses on their 
way to and from the training track and the 
polo field.
 
We entered H’n D Stables just as the barn 
manager for the past 20 years, Vance 
Coulthard, was readying a four-in-hand.  
Today these perfectly matched veterans 
of combined driving championships in 
both Europe and the United States have a 
more romantic mission: to time how long 
it takes to drive to the church for next 

Saturday’s wedding.  Seems one of the 
lads is tying the knot.  At least he’ll start 
his ride in fine form. The soft morning 
sun streams through the Spanish moss, 
backlighting Coulthard and his charges.  
Cars line up behind him during the 
morning rush, but no one honks, no 
one passes unless instructed to do so 
by the footman.  “Yield to Horses in the 
Intersection,” reads the sign.
 
Polo is huge here.  It is played at Whitney 
Field every Sunday, April through June, 
September through mid-November, 
and is open and free to the public.  
According to player and Aiken Polo Club 
member, Pam Gleason, it’s been that 
way since 1882, making this “the oldest 
continuously used polo field in the 
country.  We’re celebrating 130 years of 
polo in the city this year, and the sport 
has an important history here.  It has 
been one of the main driving forces that 
made Aiken what it is today.”  No one 
is really sure of the precise number, but 
there may be more than 50 polo fields 
in Aiken County; two dozen teams and 
clubs.

A big name around here is Hitchcock.  
Louise Eustis Hitchcock, who was

AIKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA Continued
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AIKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA by Phil Audibert

AIKEN’S GUEST FEATURE

To read the rest, visit
www.TheVASportsman.com. 
Simply search for 2012 under 
issues and select December 2012.  



Aiken Visitors Center
and Train Museum
406 Park Avenue, Aiken
www.VisitAikenSC.com
1-888-AikenSC


