
This 10 acre estate is adjacent to Hopelands Gardens and was the winter 
home of Edmund and Dorothy Knox Goodyear Rogers.  The Rogers were good 
friends of the Duke and Duchess of Windsor, the former King Edward and 
Wallis Simpson, who often visited Rye Patch.  In October, 1938, it was reported 
the Duke and Duchess 
would be visiting with the 
Rogers that winter.  It is 
presumed this was one of 
their first visits because in 
preparation to their visit,  
rooms were being added 
on and the windows in 
the brick walls were being 
filled in to ensure privacy.   

After the death of Mrs. 
Rogers in 1984, the estate 
was bequeathed to the 
City of Aiken by her children. The gift of Rye Patch preserves an example of the 
gracious way of life of the wealthy people who enjoyed the mild winters and 
beautiful sports of Aiken.   

The grounds, including the Rose Garden, are open Monday - Sunday 10:00 A.M. 
to sunset.  Please respect private events being held at Rye Patch Estate.  

100 Berrie Rd., (803) 642-7631 or aikenis.com 

The Carriage House Inn is located on Aiken’s 
main street in historic downtown Aiken, 
South Carolina. The Inn is steeped in history 
and has transformed several times over the 
years. The home, built in 1872, contained two 
rooms upstairs and two rooms downstairs. 
In the 1920’s Isador Eforn, a chauffeur for 
a Winter Colony family opened a taxi and 

chauffeur business. Fred Astaire is rumored to have danced at a birthday party 
for Efron’s daughter and Bing Crosby was a guest at another party.

139 Laurens Street, NW, (803) 644-5888 or aikencarriagehouse.com 

Experience the charm of Rose Hill, Aiken’s most originally preserved “Winter 
Colony” estate.  Rose Hill is the first property in Aiken listed on the National 
Register.  Although the property encompasses an 
entire city block, the ambience remains intimate 
and the elegance restrained.  For many years the 
10,000 sq.ft. Shingle-Style Dutch Colonial was a 
restful retreat for diplomats, scholars, financiers 
and captains of industry.  

Former home of winter colonists Mr. & Mrs. 
Sheffield Phelps, Mrs. Phelps was an avid gardener whose gardens were known 
throughout the southeast.  Mrs. Phelps is also credited with creating and hosting 
the first SC Garden Club meetings.

221 Greenville St., NW, (803) 648-1181 or rosehillestate.com

The Willcox was built in the late 19th century 
for well-to-do  Yankees seeking warmth, light 
and high society.  Great dances were held and 
ballrooms glittered with candlelight.  Old rivals, 
fiercely competitive but impeccably polite, 
settled their differences on the polo field.  Grand 
picnics in Hitchcock Woods were laid out with 
silver, crystal and linen.  Politicians, royalty and 
captains of industry often visited The Willcox.

The far-reaching reputation of the hotel was built on its atmosphere, impeccable 
service and excellent cuisine.  Famous guests included Winston Churchill, Harold 
Vanderbilt, W.R. Grace, Elizabeth Arden and Count Bernadotte of Sweden.

100 Colleton Ave., (803) 648-1898 or thewillcox.com

Rye Patch The Carriage House Inn

Rose Hill Estate

The Willcox

Aiken Tours
 “Experience Aiken” and its grace, charm and elegance during this 2 hour guided 
tour, including a walk (weather permitting) through Hopelands Gardens and the 

Aiken Thoroughbred Racing Hall of Fame. 

On the tour, you’ll also see and hear about
• Historic Homes and Churches
• Equestrian Sites
• The Civil War’s Battle of Aiken
• The Live Oak Canopy on South Boundary
• And much more...

Tours are scheduled every Saturday. Reservations are Strongly Recommended! 
Fees apply. To make reservations or for more information call 1-888-AikenSC 
or (803)642-7631 or visit aikenis.com. The tour departs from the Aiken Visitors 
Center and Train Museum at 406 Park Ave., SE.

Aiken is...

a quiet escape.

a journey back.

the Original Winter Colony.

a new adventure.

Other Tours
• Rose Hill Estate: (803) 648-1181 or rosehillestate.com
• Aiken Ghost Tours: (803) 270-3683 (seasonal and by appointment)
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The Aiken Visitors Center and Train Museum is located within the rebuilt 

Aiken Railroad Depot on Park Avenue.  In 1899, it is said, William C. Whitney 

funded the building of a new passenger railroad depot after his wife died from 

a riding accident.  It was surmised that Whitney felt the current depot was an 

inadequate facility after it took several days to get his injured wife on a train to 

go back to New York.

After the railroad stopped passenger service to Aiken in 1954, the Depot was 

demolished.  

The rebuilt Aiken Railroad Depot was opened on September 18, 2010 as the 

Aiken Visitors Center and Train Museum.  The Train Museum, located on the 

2nd floor, has nine dioramas that depict the towns along the SC Canal & Railroad 

Company right of way.  This railroad became the first designed steam powered 

commercial railroad in the United States and the longest railroad in the world.  

These dioramas are done in the familiar HO scale and are complimented by 

interactive displays depicting railroad history.

It is here that you too may make your first stop upon arrival to Aiken, just as the 

winter colonists did when the train let them off.   Here you’ll begin your journey 

back in time to the Gilded Age of the original winter colony.

Set within one of Aiken’s famed “Winter Colony” cottages, the Aiken County 

Historical Museum, also known as “Banksia” after the Banksia Rose, will enthrall 

visitors with Aiken’s past, present 

and future.  Banksia, made up of two 

homes, was originally built in 1860 and 

subsequently purchased in 1931 by Mr. 

Richard Howe, northern horseman and 

owner of the International Harvester 

Co.  Mr. Howe was superstitious and 

rather than tear down the house in 

order to have a proper Aiken “cottage,” (an Aiken “cottage” was considered to 

consist of at least 22 rooms), the house was moved down the hill and a grander 

home was built and connected to the original home.  It now consists of 32 

rooms, 15 bathrooms and a full size ballroom.  

Wrapped behind a serpentine brick wall and under a canopy of ancient oaks, 

deodar cedars, and magnolias, are Hopelands Gardens. Bequeathed to the City 

of Aiken by Mrs. C. Oliver Iselin, this 14 acre 

estate was reopened in 1970 as a public garden.  

Mr. & Mrs. Iselin were given the estate as 

a wedding present from her parents, The 

Goddard’s.  The Goddard’s and their children 

would “winter” in Aiken at the Rye Patch Estate 

and because their daughter Hope loved Aiken so much, Hopelands was given to 

her as a wedding present.  It is said that Mrs. Iselin enjoyed sitting on her porch 

watching her guests enjoy her beautiful garden estate.  Although the grand 

home no longer exists, the beauty of the estate is preserved through the gardens, 

“Dollhouse,” fountains and more.

Welcome to Aiken, the original Winter Colony.  As a Winter Colony, Aiken has 

opened its doors for generations to welcome visitors who would make Aiken 

their “home” for those few months when home was experiencing its bitter 

winter.  Although many still flock to Aiken for the winter months, it is the early 

years, during the Gilded Age, which boasts fascinating stories of wealth, intrigue, 

and generosity.

Most of us will never know what it was truly like to live in a golden time, but 

we can all see glimpses of history which help to tell the story.  Places described 

here-in, offer us opportunities to learn about and experience what the original 

winter colonists must have seen and felt while living in this historical period; 

you’ll experience stories that come to life when visiting these historic gems from 

a magical time.

Aiken Visitors Center and 
Train Museum

Banksia 
(a/k/a the Aiken County Historical Museum)

Hopelands Gardens

The Original Winter Colony

HOURS:
Wednesday – Friday, 10:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M. 

Saturday from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
(Extended hours possible during special community events.) 

406 Park Ave., SE, (803) 293-7846, 1-888-AikenSC (245-3672) 
or visit aikenis.com

HOURS:
Tuesday – Saturday from 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
Sunday from 2:00 – 5:00 P.M.  No admission cost.

433 Newberry St., SW, (803) 642-2015 or aikencountyhistoricalmuseum.org

HOURS:
Monday - Sunday, 10:00 A.M. until sunset.   Admission is free.

135 Dupree Place, (803) 642-7631 or aikenis.com 
Please respect private events being held at the Gardens.
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